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I am a senior scientist whose independent research career began as an Assistant Professor at 
McGill in 1990.  I received my A.B. degree in Biochemistry from Harvard, my PhD in Biology 
from MIT under the supervision of Mary Lou Pardue, and my postdoctoral training was in 
Cambridge with Michael Ashburner. At McGill I was promoted to Associate Professor in 1996, 
to Professor in 1999, and I served as Department Chair from 2000-2010. From 2010-2018 I was 
Scientific Director of Institute of Genetics of the Canadian institutes of Health Research.  In 
2019-2020 I was a Visiting Professor at Radboud University Medical Center in the Netherlands, 
thanks to support from the Radboud University Excellence Program.  I was awarded the Prix 
Armand-Frappier in 2014 from the Government of Québec for my contributions to research and 
research administration, and I was elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada in 2016.  Since 
2021 I have held the position of Distinguished James McGill Professor. 
 
My research has mainly focused on post-transcriptional mechanisms of regulating gene 
expression.  Regulation of translation, stability, and spatial localization of specific mRNAs are 
important means of targeting proteins to particular regions of the cell, especially in large or 
highly asymmetric cells such as oocytes and neurons.  We use Drosophila to study how mRNAs 
are localized and rendered translationally active in one cellular region while being repressed in 
others.  More recently, we have established collaborations with several clinical geneticists to 
use Drosophila to model rare cancers and other rare genetic diseases. 
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